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THE MUSICAL TIMES. 



will be combined. It remains for you to give us that, 
without which all will be ineffectual — your united help 
and co-operation. You must ail come; you must all make 
the attempt to sing. Many perhaps cannot do the former, 
all when they do come may do the latter. Young and old, 
the well- instructed and the comparatively ignorant, the 
shrill treble and the deep bass, the master and servant, 
rich and poor, may all contribute something towards suc- 
cess, by simply making good and united use of what they 
do know. Your good will and your voices are all we need, 
and success will come in due course." 

Similar observations might be addressed to most 
Parish Churches in England, with propriety, and if 
acted upon would work out a notable improvement in 
what is now so generally complained of with justice. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

G. G., Banbury, is thanked for the kind letter which accom- 
panied his communication* 

W. B. is referred to our advertising column Page 160, where 
he will find the information he requests. 

T. B. who enquires about the irregular quantities occurring in 
the bars of Croft's works, and other old English Church 
Writers, will find that such are very usual. The earlier 
music was written without any bars except at the end of 
each verse or conclusion of a sentence. The difficulty he 
suggests as to how the silence should be counted when 
singing from single parts, is rather one that he has an- 
ticipated than experienced, since most of the services so 
barred, are full all through, and have but rare intervals 
of rest for any of the voices, and then generally for a 
whole movement. In the Separate Vocal Parts printed 
by Novello, assistance is generally given by the insertion 
of cues from the other parts, after any considerable num- 
ber of bars rest. The music in which the irregular quan- 
tities occur is generally of so simple a nature as regards 
time, that we should hardly consider beating time to be 
necessary even at practice. If, however, the conductor of 
a class should find it requisite, the better way would be 
to let the beat down come only at the bars, wherever they 
may occur. 



Brief Chronicle of the last ittonih. 

The late Mr. Weston, of Charlton, Northamp- 
tonshire. — We were sorry to see some weeks since in 
the Banbury Guardian the death of this venerable 
musician. He obtained a local celebrity seldom 
equalled, for the purity of tone and accuracy of time 
in leading Concerts of the old Masters. For this last 
half century he has held the high post of Premier 
Violin and Leader at all the Concerts in that neighbour- 
hood, and many are the amateurs, and others, that can 
bear witness to his ability and steadiness in that arduous 
though lofty position. His manner was on all occasions 
mild and placid, and towards the latter part of his life 
showed the playful kindly spirit of one on whom time 
had laid his hand with gentlest care — this did not pre- 
clude him from giving to his bow when it was needed, 
all the energy and strength the Choruses of the great 
Masters require, or the delicacy and finish the instru- 
mental pieces may demand. It was to be expected 
he was one of that fast fading school of Violinists that 
like steady, sound, legitimate playing, before the fan- 
tastic tricks that are so much practised now, and in his 
walk earned and deservedly held a high reputation, 
over what may be called a long a momentuous epoch, 



a venerable existence of 79 years. He was followed 
to the grave by twelve of his old friends and pupils, 
and sleeps now beneath the green turf 

" Wash'd by still rains, and daisy blossom'd," 
of Charlton Church Yard, in the shadow of those walls 
whose echoes he has so often raised to the voice of 
devotion and praise. — From a Correspondent. 

A new English Contralto is expected shortly to 
make her debut, in the person of Miss Andrews, 
daughter of Mr. R. Andrews, Manchester. Report 
speaks highly of her abilities and talent. 

On the 18th of April, died Mr. Alexander Newton, 
the husband of the vocalist of that name. 

Whitby Choral Society. — This Society gave a 
selection from the scored Works of Handel, Haydn, 
Mozart, &c, in the National School Room, on the 3rd 
of April. The solos were sung with good taste, and 
the choruses were well sustained. It was upon the 
whole the best performance of Sacred Music ever 
given in Whitby. Henry Belcher, Esq., the President, 
addressed a few congratulatory remarks on the occasion. 

The Eastern Harmonic Society which used to 
meet at the Eastern Institution, Commercial Road, 
having at length obtained a suitable Room for their 
Public Concerts, performed on April the 10th the 
Creation, at the Beaumont Institution, Beaumont 
Square, Mile End. The band and chorus consisting 
of above 100 performers, was complete in every 
department. Miss A. Williams, Mr. Lockey, and 
Mr. Bodda, were the Principal Vocalists. The 
Oratorio was very creditably performed, and gave 
great satisfaction to all present. 

Exeter Oratorio Society. — The performance of 
Haydn's Creation, on the 13th of April, at the Sub- 
scription Rooms, was a brilliant affair. The audience 
was crowded, scarcely any standing room being vacant. 
The singing of Miss Stewart was the greatest attraction 
in the vocal department ; but Messrs. Haycraft, Car- 
penter, and Wyllie, also acquitted themselves worthily 
of their reputation. Mr. Rice led with his usual skill 
and precision. — Western Times. 

Kilmarnock. — If we may judge from the great suc- 
cess which has attended the attempts to introduce 
Handel's Music to the Public of this northern town, 
by the Philharmonic Society established here, and 
especially on a late occasion, when they performed 
Handel's Joshua, for the first time in Scotland, in aid 
of the proposed Fever Hospital, the inhabitants of 
this part of Britain may soon equal their southern 
countrymen in their appreciation of Handel's magnifi- 
cent musical illustrations. The proceeds of the Musical 
Festival, after defraying expenses, amount to about 
£60. The Kilmarnock Journal, at the end of a long 
detailed notice of the performance, says, "We trust that 
a society whose exertions have been crowned with so 
much success hitherto, will not relax their endeavours. 
They are doing good in many ways ; not only do they 
realise a handsome sum annually for an excellent cha- 
rity — not only do they open up to the individual mem- 
bers one of the purest sources of recreation and enjoy- 
ment, but their example is likely to stimulate other 
cities to form similar associations, and thus be the 
means of spreading through our land a taste for music 
of the highest class, together with a distaste for plea- 
sures of a less refined nature. " 



